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the wise men of old very often choose to give counsel to their kings in fables. To omit many which will occur to every one's memory, there is a pretty instance of this nature in a Turkish tale, which I do not like the worse for that little oriental extravagance which is mixed with it.
We are told that the Sultan Mahmoud, by his perpetual wars abroad and his tyranny at home, had filled his dominions with ruin and desolation, and half-unpeopled the Persian empire. The Vizier to this great Sultan (whether a humorist or an enthusiast we are not informed) pretended to have learned of a certain dervish to understand the language of birds, so that there was not a bird that could open his mouth but the Vizier knew what it was he said. As he was one evening with the Emperor in their return from hunting, they saw a couple of owls upon a tree that grew near an old wall out of a heap of rubbish. ' I would fain know ', says the Sultan, 4 what those two owls are saying to one another; listen to their discourse, and give me an account of it.' The Vizier approacbed the tree, pretending to be very attentive to the two owls. Upon his return to the Sultan, * Sir ', says he, * I have heard part of their conversation, but dare not tell you what it is.* The Sultan would not be satisfied with such an answer, but forced him to repeat word for word everything the owls had said. * You must know then ', said the Vizier, * that one of these owls has a son, and the other a daughter, between whom they are now upon a treaty of marriage. The father of the son said to the father of the daughter, in my hearing, " Brother, I consent to this marriage, provided you will settle upon your daughter fifty ruined villages for her portion." To which the father of the daughter replied, " Instead of fifty I will give her five hundred, if you please. God grant a long life to Sultan Mah-moudl whilst he reigns over us we shall never want ruined villages." '
The story says the Sultan was so touched with the
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